




USEFUL LINKS

STOCKISTS
Forsyth, Manchester
www.forsyths.co.uk

(Hamlyn Klein, Kawai, May Berlin - selected

by Schimmel, Reid Sohn, Yamaha)

Jaques Samuel Pianos, London
www.jspianos.com

(Kawai, S. Ritter)

Markson Pianos, London
www.marksonpianos.com

(Halle & Voight, Yamaha)

MAKERS
Kawai
www.kawaLco.uk

S'chimmel
www.schimmel-piano.de

Yamaha
www.yamaha.com

For infomation about other brands mentioned,
contact the above stockists

Markson assured me that the rather muffled

tone of that particular piano was not necessarily

typical of the range: further incentive to always

try before you buy

The Korean-based Reid Sohn also gar­

nered a favourable review. It is available at

Forsyth for £9,999 with a playback system

attached, and the tone achieved by the

electronic system working with the piano

mechanism was impressive.

Also at Forsyth, a brand new Hamlyn Klein
was available for under £10,000. It was so

new that the action had only just been untied,

and was completely unregulated and unpre­

pared. Therefore I cannot comment on it as

an instrument - except to say that it came in

a rare walnut casing - but I can repeat that

going to a large dealership has its advantages:

the instrument would be worked on and pre­

pared before sale, and the price would still

be low. (Forsyth also stocks the May Berlin ­

selected by Schimmel range of baby grands.)

So to the market leaders, and it is a straight

contest between the Yamaha GB/GC range

Uust below the popular C range in terms of

quality and price) and the Kawai GM/GE

range (the budget version of the RX grands).

I must say how disappointed I was by the

Yamaha GBl. Retailing at £9,699, it is not the

cheapest of the bunch, but it felt every inch

the budget piano. One does not expect this

from Yamaha. The piano desk doesn't move

in and out, the styling is minimalist and the

keys feel tacky under the fingers. The sound

fails to compensate: a glassy top and a weak

bass. The GO fared slightly better, although

at 04,569 this is stretching our 'budget' remit

slightly This is much more a piano one can

do things with, in terms of sound, and which

gives something back to the fingers in terms of

touch and action.

None of the instruments I tested, however,

compared to my experiences of the Kawai

entry-level models, which I played both in

London and in Manchester. I was beginning

to think that a poor bass was a necessary

drawback of a baby grand, but it isn't. The

bass notes actually grew after playing, in the

manner of a much larger grand piano. There

was genuine key depth, again as one would

expect, and quality of sound across the board.

The keys felt good to play, too. The GMIO

made the first favourable impression - and it

retails at £8,499. The £10,999 GE30 was a

living instrument, probably the only one

about which I could use this description.

Perhaps there can be no higher praise.

In my view there is a clear winner here, but

it is vital that you do not take my word for it.

Ifyou are considering a first grand piano

purchase, the best thing to do is to go and try

some out. Happy hunting! \YI

PRICES

The models listed here represent some
of the baby grand pianos currently avail­
able. However, this is a fast-changing
market and new models are continually
being released. Prices were correct at the
time of going to press.

HALLE & VOIGHT
155 RRP £4,500

HAMLYN KLEIN
(walnut) RRP £7,999

KAWAI
GM I0 RRP £8,499
GE30 RRP £ I0,999

MAY BERLIN - SELECTED BY
SCHIMMEL
163 RRP £7,990
187 RRP ~9,990

REIDSOHN
(with playback system) RRP £9,999

S.RITTER
Grand RRP £3,999

YAMAHA
GB I RRP (polished ebony) RRP £9,699

GC I (polished ebony) RRP £ 14,569
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